STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

President David Schroer opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on November 2, 2009.  Members present were David Schroer, Jack Knust, Charles Brown, and Paul Sinders.  Jack Withers was absent.  Also present were Surveyor John Keller, Commissioners Attorney Eric Somheil, and First Deputy Auditor Nancy Coleman who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the Drainage Board minutes from October 5, 2009 was made by Jack Knust, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes, Charles Brown not present for this motion.
IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
The Board discussed the long term plan Surveyor John Keller presented at the October meeting to generate revenue for the maintenance and improvement of County ditches.  Mr. Keller explained the plan to the members unable to attend last month. He said that the Drainage Board either had to increase revenue for County Ditch maintenance and improvement, or the affected property owners would need to take the ditches back and maintain them on their own. He predicted a 400% increase on some ditch assessments. 

Charles Brown asked how benefited acreage is decided. John Keller responded that maps in the Surveyor’s Office were used to decide benefited acreage. 

The Board would like to have 30% of the raise in assessment deposited in the General Drain Improvement Fund, with the remaining 70 % deposited in each individual ditch. John Keller said he would ask other Surveyor’s Offices, or State Board of Accounts, how this should be done.

Jack Knust explained how the Association Ditches came up with their assessments each year with meetings that let the property owners know what was needed. He thought there may be some property owners that would not accept a 400% increase on County Ditch assessments.  A discussion followed on the merit of landowners taking over their own ditches. Possibly having property owners from each ditch attend a Drainage Board meeting, where their questions could be answered and concerns voiced would be helpful.

John Keller reminded the Board of Booe Logging’s offer to take some of the timber out of the Mary Brown Porteus ditch, and adjust the charge for any excavating they would need to on that ditch accordingly. 

Attorney said they may need permission from adjacent property owners to cut any trees. 

When asked what the process would be to accept the plan, John Keller responded that a motion to accept the plan would need to be made, letters would be sent by certified mail, and a public meeting would need to be held for each ditch, and the plan approved after the public meetings. 

President David Schroer said the Board would table their decision concerning the long range plan until the December meeting so that all members could be present.

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

William Fagg appeared before the Board to complain about a drainage problem on his property west of Waterworks Road, between US 40 and State Road 340. He said there is a 12 inch tile that appears to be blocked running under Waterworks Road. He said water runs across Waterworks Road, across a neighboring property, and pools on approximately one half acre of his land. 
Attorney Eric Somheil said that if the water runs across the neighbor’s property it may be their problem, unless Mr. Fagg has an easement. But, if the tile is broken under Waterworks Road, and it belongs to the County, then it is a Commissioner’s issue, not Drainage Board. 
Charles Brown said he would ask the City of Brazil to back-flush the tile under Waterworks Road to see where it is broken.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Paul Sinders made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 4ayes
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